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Purpose

A Fumigation Management Plan is an organized 

description of the steps involved to help ensure 

a safe, effective fumigation.

Designed to assist you in meeting label requirements.

Designed to assure that all the factors involved in 

preparing for and fumigating a site are considered.
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A Fumigation Management Plan is:

Intended to help you organize any fumigation 
that you might perform.

Meant to be somewhat prescriptive, yet 
flexible enough to allow the experience and 
expertise of the fumigator to make changes 
based on circumstances which may exist in 

the field.
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By following a step-by-

step procedure, yet 

allowing for flexibility, 

safe and effective 

fumigations can be 

performed.
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Before any 

fumigation 

begins:
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Carefully read and review the label and all the technical 

information/manuals the registrants provide.
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Organization is the key to

any successful fumigation.

Give this information to the appropriate company

officials in charge of the site.

(supervisors,  foreman, safety officer, etc.)
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If the type of fumigation that you are to perform is 

not listed in this Guidance Document you will 

want to construct a similar set of procedures.
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Successful fumigations are dependent on your 

ability to follow the regulations and 

procedures required by governmental 

agencies.
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A Checklist Guide for a

Fumigation Management Plan

VProvided to help you think about factors 
that should be considered prior to all 
fumigations.  

VEmphasizes safety steps to protect people 
and property.  

VIs generic and will require modification for 
individual situations

VIs to be used as a guide.  
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It should be 

remembered that 

fumigation is as 

much an art as a 

science and there is 

nothing to replace 

the experience and 

judgment of a 

qualified 

fumigator.
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PRELIMINARY 

PLANNING AND 

PREPARATION
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1-Determine the purpose of the 

fumigation  
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Elimination of Insect Infestation
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Elimination of Rodent Infestation
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Preventive Sanitation
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Plant Pest Quarantine
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2-What is the type of 

fumigation?
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Space

ÅWarehouse

ÅMill

ÅFood Plant

ÅTarp
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Vehicle

ÅContainer

ÅRailcar

ÅVan
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Commodity

ÅRaw Agricultural

ÅProcessed Food
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Grain

ÅVertical Silo

ÅFarm Storage

ÅFlat Storage
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Vessel

ÅShip

ÅBarge
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3-Become fully acquainted 

with the site and commodity to 

be fumigated, including:
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a. Review  history of fumigation of structure.

b. Assure the applicator is properly licensed. 

c. The general layout of the structure, connecting 
structures and escape routes; above and below 
ground.  Draw or have a sketch of structure to 
be fumigated.

d. The number and identification of persons who 
routinely enter the area to be fumigated and 
the proximity of other persons and animals.

e. The specific commodity, its mode of storage, 
and its condition.
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f.    The previous treatment history of the 
commodity, if available.

g. Accessibility of utility service connections.

h. Establish method of communication.

i. Emergency shut-off stations for utilities.

j.     Current emergency telephone numbers of 
local Health, Fire, Police, Hospital and 
Physician

k. Name and phone number of appropriate 
company officials. 

l. Confirm the fumigant is legally registered for 
the job you are to perform.
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m.  Check, mark and prepare the points of                         

application if  the job involves entry into the 

structure to be fumigated

n.   Review labeling

o. Exposure time considerations.

1. Down time available

2. Aeration requirements

3.      Clean-up requirements.
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p. Determination of dosage

1.   Cubic footage

2.   Structure sealing capability

3.   Label recommendations

4.   Temperature, humidity, wind

5.    Sorption

6.    Commodity



DEGESCH America, Inc. 29

PERSONNEL
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PERSONNEL

1. Confirm that all personnel in and around the 

area to be fumigated have been notified.

2. Instruct all fumigation personnel about the 

hazards that may be encountered; and about 

the selection of personal protection devices, 

including detection equipment.

3. Confirm that all personnel are aware of and 

know how to proceed in case of an emergency 

situation.
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PERSONNEL

4. Instruct all personnel on how to report any 

accidents and/or incidents related to 

fumigant exposure.

5. Instruct all personnel to report to proper 

authorities any theft of fumigant and/or 

equipment related to fumigation.
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MONITORING
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MONITORING

1. Monitoring should be conducted to determine 

concentrations and prevent possible exposure.

2. Once concentrations have been adequately 

characterized, subsequent monitoring is not 

routinely required.  However spot checks 

should be made occasionally, especially if 

conditions significantly change.

3.   Keep a log or manual of monitoring records      

for each fumigation site.
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NOTIFICATION
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NOTIFICATION

1. Confirm all local authorities (fire departments, 

police departments, etc.) have been notified as 

per label instructions and obtain any necessary 

permits.

2. Prepare a written procedure to notify local 

authorities if phosphine levels are exceeded in 

an area that could be dangerous to workers or 

nearby people.
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SEALING PROCEDURES



DEGESCH America, Inc. 37

SEALING PROCEDURES

1. The procedures must be complete, 
detailed and take into consideration all 
the factors that reflect good fumigation 
practices.

2. To insure safety, review previous FMPôs 
before every fumigation, if available.

3. Warning signs must be placed on 
every possible entrance.
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APPLICATION 

PROCEDURES


